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 Recommendation The purpose of this report is to present recommendations (contained in 
Appendix A and B attached), for consideration by the Panel on changes to 
polling districts and polling places.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Under the Representation of the People Act 1983, which provides the steps to be taken, the 
Council has a duty to divide the District into polling districts, with each parish being a 
separate polling district, and to designate a polling place for each of these polling districts.  
This authority rests with the Council and the Returning Officer then has a duty to provide a 
polling station within each of the identified polling places as far as possible.

Section 16 of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 introduced a number of changes to the 
1983 Act, including the requirement for Council to review UK Parliamentary polling districts 
and polling place arrangements at least every four years. The Electoral Registration and 
Administration Act 2013 introduced a change to the timing of such reviews, with the next 
compulsory review to be started and completed between 1 October 2013 and 31 January 
2015 (inclusive).  Subsequent compulsory reviews must be started and completed within the 
period of 16 months that starts on 1 October of every fifth year after 1 October 2013.

1.2 The Registration Officer must ensure that the polling district codes remain unique across the 
parliamentary constituency.

2 PROPOSALS

2.1 The review was undertaken in accordance with the relevant legislation and the Electoral 
Commission’s guidance document ‘Review of Polling Districts, Polling Places and Polling 
Stations’ and commenced on 12 June 2019 with the publication of the formal Notice.

2.2 The consultation periods ran from 12 June to 24 July 2019 and 12 August to 23 September 
2019, with parish councils, councillors and the general public provided the opportunity to 
comment on the proposals for the electoral arrangements for their parish or parishes.  

2.3 The number of representations were received during the two consultation periods and these 
are set out in Appendix 1.  



2.4 The Returning Officers final proposals and comments are attached at Appendix 2.

3.0 ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS

3.1 The panel can decide not to implement the recommendations contained in this report

4 CONCLUSION

4.1 The Panel is asked to:

(i) Review the recommendations received together with the revised Returning Officer 
proposals on the current Polling Districts and Polling Places

(ii) Any changes agreed will be implemented on 1st February 2019

   

Appendices

Appendix 1 – Recommendations received during first consultation period
Appendix 2 – Revised (Acting) Returning Officer Proposals


